THE RECONSTRUCTION  OF EUROPE
to keep everything he had before the war, and add thereto the
former Duchy of Warsaw, which, instead of incorporating it
outright as a province, he will rule in some personal connec-
tion. As soon as the British understood this to be Alexander's
scheme for Poland, they turned against him, for they had no
intention of supporting such a plan which; without giving real
independence to the Poles, would have absolutely no other
effect than to make Poland's neighbors uneasy and endanger
the peace of Europe. Since this discovery, Alexander has lost the
favor even of the liberal party in England, and he will gain no
support in this quarter.
At the beginning in London, both the people and the
government of England had been well-disposed toward
Alexander, recognizing that he had fought against Napo-
leon with far more energy and courage than Austria. But
hardly had peace been declared when discontent, which
a long war always provokes among the people, had broken
out in England. In spite of victory, or perhaps because of
it, the Regent and the Tory government were extremely
unpopular. Everywhere a change in the Cabinet was de-
manded, and the people lost no opportunity to express
their dissatisfaction. The presence of Alexander had some-
thing to do with this situation; he was acclaimed partly
as a hero and partly as a superb contrast to the English
Court. Already angered by his disillusionment in Paris and
by the opposition his plans were meeting, the rebel Em-
peror did not have the patience to use tact against the
mediocrity of the English Court and government. By a
combination of faulty reasoning and an access of egoism,
he had been carried away by the popular acclaim. Metter-
nich had taken advantage of this by skillfully playing
the irritation of the Regent and government circles against
the ambitions of the Czar toward Poland. In this fashion
Alexander, therefore, had lost the support of England for
his cherished plans.
No less serious difficulties awaited him in Russia. His
Empire was preparing to make amends to him, now that